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The NEW SCHOOL for JEWISH 

STUDIES
_____________________________________________________________________

The Book of Ruth: A Foreigner Joins the People of God

Instructor: Rabbi Derek Leman

Dates: (After Passover 2013)

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The book of Ruth is about hesed (usually translated as "lovingkingness"). Not only do 
people show hesed toward each other in Ruth. But also God has a surprise for Naomi: she 
who feels cut off from the cord of hope will be reattached by God in a miracle of human 
love. Through a close reading of the entire book of Ruth, we explore hesed and its 
implications for Messianic Jewish piety. (Note: In this course, we will cover chapters 1 
and 2. Chapters 3 and 4 will be covered in a follow-up course).

RELEVANCE

In our readings prior to class and in our discussions together, we will sharpen our Hebrew 
translation skills, our understanding of Hebrew syntax, reference midrashes on texts in 
Ruth, discuss the theology of Ruth in relation to Ezra and Isaiah, explore distinctive ideas 
in Hebrew Bible such as hesed and tikvah, and more.

PREREQUISITE

Enrollment in the New School program. Basic ability to read Hebrew and some 
understanding of Hebrew grammar.

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS

Computer with high-speed internet access and a USB headset (or equivalent). 
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COURSE FORMAT

Six weekly two-hour online conference sessions. The day and time of the sessions will be 
scheduled by class consensus.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Complete all Hebrew and English readings as assigned; prepare for and participate in the 
conference sessions. Each session requires approximately 3 hours of preparation using 
the JPS Commentary on Ruth. This includes supplementary reading of about 90 pages for 
the course. (Additional chevruta study is recommended but optional).

REQUIRED TEXTS (The publication dates indicate the required edition.)

· Tamara Cohn Eskenazi and Tikva Frymer-Kensky, The JPS Bible Commentary: 
Ruth. (Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society, 2011)

· William L. Holladay, A Concise Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old 
Testament. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1971 or later).

FREE RESOURCES

· http://ReadingRuth.wordpress.com

· Additional readings will be available as downloads on the course web page.

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES (not required for this course) 

· Ruth Rabbah (in the Midrash Rabbah collection).

INSTRUCTOR CONTACT INFORMATION

rabbileman@gmail.com

COURSE OUTLINE

• WEEK 1: Ruth 1:1-7, translate. Days of the Judges and a midrash, Elimelekh’s 
character and a midrash, Hebrew grammar (narration verbs, vav conversive, possessive 
suffixes). Hesed in Ruth, Hebrew grammar (cardinal numbers in absolute and construct, 
imperatives). Reading: Eskenazi (JPS Commentary), xv-xxxii and 3-10.

• WEEK 2: Ruth 1:8-18, translate. Tikvah as the cord of hope, Hebrew grammar 
(interrogatives). Reading: Esekenazi xxxii-xxxviii, 10-23.

• WEEK 3: Ruth 1:19-22, translate. Shaddai, Hebrew grammar (Hiphil and Niphal 
verbs). Reading: Esekenazi xxxix-xlviii, 23-26.
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• WEEK 4: Ruth 2:1-3, translate. Get head start on next section translating, Ruth 2:3-17. 
Chance and Divine purpose, Gleaning and Holiness, Hebrew grammar (particle of 
entreaty). Reading: Esekenazi xlviii-liii, 27-31.

• WEEK 5: Ruth 2:4-16, translate (hopefully you got a head start last week). Wordplay 
in the Tanakh, Hebrew grammar (Hophal verbs, jussive forms of the verb). Reading: 
Esekenazi lii-lv, 31-42.

• WEEK 6: Ruth 2:17-23, translate. Holiness beyond obligation, Adonai who does not 
abandon hesed, Hebrew grammar (relative clauses, complements and adjuncts of 
verbs). Esekenazi lvi-lxx, 42-47.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

• Content: An understanding of hesed and its implications for Messianic Jewish piet

• Close reading: Enhanced engagement with the theology of the Hebrew Bible in 
depth in individual and group study.

• Language skills: Increased ability to read, translate, and analyze Hebrew Bible texts 
at an intermediate level.

COURSE HOURS

12 hours  Conference sessions

18 hours  Translation assignments (with or without hevruta)

  4.5 hours  90  pages of reading (20 pages per hour) 

34.5 hours  Total


